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About Global Appeal

The Global Appeal is an annual message to raise awareness of leprosy and
to call for an end to the discrimination against persons affected by leprosy.

First launched in 2006 by Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador forLeprosy Elimination and
chairman of The Nippon Foundation, it is issued every January to coincide with World Leprosy Day,
and endorsed each year by world leaders and organizations in different fields,
including religion, business, education, medicine, and law.

Launched in Tokyo, Japan on January 27, 2020, Global Appeal in its 15th year is endorsed by
the International Paralympic Committee.
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GLOBAL APPEAL 2020

To End Stigma and Discrimination against Persons Affected by Leprosy

Leprosy is a curable disease.
But it is not just a simple health issue.

Many people affected by the disease are marginalized
because of stigma and discrimination.

Their opportunities in life are restricted, even after being cured.
Society’s prejudice has a negative impact on their families, too.

The International Paralympic Committee aspires to
a more inclusive society for people through Para sport.

It aims to challenge stereotypes and transform attitudes,
breaking down social barriers toward people with a disability.

Diversity and inclusion are core to what the IPC stands for.

We are committed to the creation of a just and equitable society.

In this Paralympic year 2020, we stand with persons affected by
leprosy in calling for an end to stigma and discrimination.

Together we seek to realize a society that respects the human
dignity and fundamental freedoms of all its members.
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Andrew Parsons Yohei Sasakawa
President, Chairman,
International Paralympic Committee The Nippon Foundation

Afghanistan

Australia

Uruguay

COUNTRIES/NATIONAL PARALYMPIC COMMITTEES

Algeria Andorra Angola
Austria Azerbaijan Bahrain
Bermuda Bhutan Bosnia and Herzegovina Botswana
Burundi Cambodia Cameroon
Chinese Taipei Colombia Comoros
Cyprus Czech Republic Denmark
El Salvador Estonia Ethiopia
Gambia Georgia Germany
Guinea Guinea-Bissau Guyana
India Indonesia Iran
Japan Jordan Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan Laos Latvia
Lithuania Luxembourg Macau
Malta Mauritius Mexico
Myanmar Namibia Nepal
North Norway Oman
Macedonia
Peru Philippines Poland
Rwanda Saint Vincent and the Samoa
Grenadines
Seychelles Sierra Leone Singapore
Spain Sri Lanka Sudan
Tanzania Thailand Timor-Leste
Turkmenistan U.S. Virgin Islands
Uzbekistan Vanuatu Venezuela

Antigua and
Barbuda

Barbados

Brazil

Canada

Congo

Dijibouti

Faroe Islands

Ghana

Haiti

Iraq

Kenya

Lebanon

Madagascar

Moldova

Netherlands

Pakistan

Portugal

San Marino

Slovakia

Suriname

Togo

Uganda

Vietnam

Argentina

Belarus

Brunei

Cape Verde

Costa Rica

Dominican Republic

Fiji

Great Britain

Honduras

Ireland

Kiribati

Lesotho

Malawi

Mongolia

New Zealand

Palestine

Puerto Rico

Sao Tome and Principe

Slovenia

Sweden

Tonga

Ukraine

Yemen

Armenia

Belgium

Bulgaria

Central African

Republic

Coéte d’lvoire

DR Congo

Finland

Greece

Hong Kong

Israel

Korea

Liberia

Malaysia

Montenegro

Nicaragua

Panama

Qatar

Saudi Arabia

Solomon Islands

Switzerland

Trinidad and Tobago

United Arab Emirates

Zambia

Aruba

Benin

Burkina Faso

Chile

Croatia

Ecuador

France

Grenada

Hungary

Italy

Korea DPR

Libya

Maldives

Morocco

Niger

Papua New Guinea

Romania
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Somalia
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Tunisia

China

Cuba

Egypt

Gabon

Guatemala

Iceland

Jamaica

Kuwait

Liechtenstein

Mali

Mozambique

Nigeria

Paraguay
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Serbia

South Africa

Tajikistan

Turkey

United States of America

Zimbabwe
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